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. it looks as If the United States go rmn"em nas:
agreed to provide up to $13 million dollars to help ;
purchase the release of 1,113 Bay Pigs priso- |
ners who are still held in Cuba, L

There has been no chﬁnmag.xon fram the
White House, but there are’many signs of the ad- i
ministration’s direct inierest in the: pegotiations ;
between Castro and James B, Donovan He is .
nominally the agent of the Cuban Famxhés com-
{ mittee biut represented the Cepisaledntelligence
agency in negotiating the release of the U-2 pilot,
| Pramris Gary Powers.

1 It was almost inevitable that, sooner or later, 2
| the chicken hatched at the Bay of Pigs would '
| come home to roost on Mr. Kénnedy’s lap. ’Phere
is no easy way for him to’ dispose of it. The ad-
ministration’s moral obligations fo the plisonem ,
and their families is clear. It was on the assur-
Y ance of our air support that the rebels undertook .
to invade Cuba in April. 1961, and it-was Mr. :
Kenedy's last minute change of heart that led to .
| the invasion's collapse. :
1 - Several members of Congress have alieady de- .
| nounced the proposed payment as ransom, which
1 it surely is. To say that the govermment's share
{ of the payment will he disguiséd -as food and med- -
icine does not alter the fact that it is ransom 'and -
that it is heing put up by the United States gov-
ernment — even tho the President declared in
May, 1961, when wging Americans to contribute
to Lhe private fund headed by Mrs. Roosevelt and

Mllton ElSeDhOWBl that “the. United’ States -
govm nment has nof been and, cannot be a party
to these negotiations.”

Hereé 'ig a sgd pxetedent indeed to set before
other twg-bit dlgta‘ brs wio, having milked up -
for whatever they an leﬂtlmatoly. may - want
to increase their fa

What mﬁ the pre(,edﬂnt. evén worse is ﬁhe
suceess wi hich Chstro has managed to keep !
raising his price. Fust it was 500 tractors, When |
the . Roosevelt- Lmenhowel committee  seemed .
* about to produce these, it became 500 tractors :
worth 28 million dollars. When Castro subse- |
quently began talking in terms of 1,000 tractors, |
the conumitte disbanded. Now, we are told, the ;
agreement reached between Mr. Donovan and
Castro calls for a total paymer] oi about 62
million dollars,

Before public money is ‘committed to bail .the
administration out of a moral predicament which,’
it brought on itself, we are entitled to the assur—}
ance that every private source which has an in-
{erest in the matter (among which we might men4
Lion the Kennedy family) has given its full sharef!
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